AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A cannulated medical instrument for insertion of a medical 
device over a guide wire comprising: 

a cannulated driver member configured to engage the medical device and 
insert the medical device at an insertion rate; 

a cannulated follower member rotateably engaged with said cannulated 
driver membe r wherein said cannulated follower member is at least partially 
threaded with an instrument thread pitch and wherein an interior bore of the 
cannulated driver member is threaded and configured to rotatablv engage with 
said cannulated follower member ; and 

a clasping device connected to said cannulated follower member, wherein 
said clasping device engages the guide wire and wherein said cannulated 
follower member moves away from said cannulated driver member at an 
extraction rate in response to rotation of as said cannulated driver member. 

2. (Original) The medical instrument of Claim 1 , further comprising a cannulated 
engaging member connected with said cannulated driver member, said 
cannulated engaging member configured to engage at least one of fasteners, 
reamers, and drill bits. 
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3. 



(Cancelled) 



4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The medical instrument of Claim 1 [4], wherein said 
cannulated follower member is configured to move distally away at said 
extraction rate from said cannulated driver member when said cannulated driver 
member is rotated about said cannulated follower member. 

6. (Currently Amended) The medical instrument of Claim 1 §, wherein the medical 
device is at least partially threaded with a device thread pitch. 

7. (Original) The medical instrument of Claim 6, wherein said insertion rate is equal 
to said extraction rate when said instrument thread pitch is equal to said device 
thread pitch. 

8. (Original) The medical instrument of Claim 6, wherein said insertion rate is 
greater than said extraction rate when said instrument thread pitch is greater 
than said device thread pitch. 
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9. (Original) The medical instrument of Claim 6, wherein said insertion rate is less 
than said extraction rate when said instrument thread pitch is less than said 
device thread pitch. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The medical instrument of Claim 1 , wherein said clasping 
device holds the guide wire rotationless when said cannulated driver member 
rotates relative to said cannulated follower member. 

12-1 7. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The medical instrument of Claim 1 A wherein the cannulated 
driver member is hand-driven. 

19-20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Withdrawn) A cannulated medical instrument for driving a medical device over a 
guide wire comprising: 

a cannulated driver member configured to drive the medical device; and 
a clasping device connected to said cannulated driver member, said 
clasping device operable to engage the guide wire and operable to translate 
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away from said cannulated driver member in response to rotation of said 
cannulated driver member. 

22-24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 1^ 2A- wherein 
said clasping device is configured to hold the guide wire rotationless and in a 
neutral position while said cannulated driver member rotates. 

26-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Withdrawn) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 21 further comprising a 
lead screw rotatably connected to said cannulated driver member and operable 
to rotate in response to rotation of said cannulated driver member, wherein said 
cannulated driver member is configured to rotate at the same rotational velocity 
or a different rotational velocity than said lead screw. 

36. (Withdrawn) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 35 wherein said 
clasping device defines a threaded aperture that receives said lead screw and 
wherein said clasping device moves relative to said lead screw when said lead 
screw rotates in response to rotation of said cannulated driver member. 



Serial No. 10/767,619 



Page 5 of 14 



37. (Withdrawn) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 21 wherein said 
cannulated driver member drives the medical device at an insertion rate, wherein 
said clasping device move away from said cannulated driver member at an 
extraction rate and wherein a magnitude of said insertion rate is one of equal to, 
greater than and less than said extraction rate. 

38. (Withdrawn) The medical instrument of Claim 37, wherein said extraction rate is 
based on at least one of said insertion rate, a device thread pitch of the medical 
device, an instrument thread pitch of a lead screw operably engaged to said 
cannulated driver member and said clasping device, an instrument thread pitch 
of a cannulated follower member, gearing connected between said lead screw 
and said cannulated driver member and combinations thereof. 

39. (Withdrawn) The medical instrument of Claim 21, wherein said cannulated driver 
member is connected to a drive motor. 

40. (Withdrawn) The medical instrument of Claim 39, wherein said driver motor 
comprises one of an electric motor and a pneumatic motor. 
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41 . (Currently Amended) A cannulated medical instrument for insertion of a medical 
device over a guide wire comprising: 

a cannulated driver member adapted to insert the medical device; 

a cannulated follower member or a lead screw operable with movoab l y 
ongagod to said cannulated driver member and configured to rotate in response 
to rotation of mov e r e lativ e to said cannulated driver member as said cannu l ated 
dr i v e r m e mb e r ins e rts th e m e d i ca l d e v i c e; and 

a clasping device an e ngagomont port i on of said cannulated follower 
member that is operable adaptod to engage the guide wire and to move te 
substant i a l ly inhib i t the guide wire away from trav e ling toward said cannulated 
driver member as said cannulated driver member rotates ins e rts the medical 
d e v i c e, 

42. (Previously Presented) The medical instrument of Claim 41, wherein said 
cannulated follower member is at least partially threaded with an instrument 
thread pitch and wherein an interior bore of the cannulated driver member is 
threaded and configured to rotatably engage with said cannulated follower 
member. 

43. (Previously Presented) The medical instrument of Claim 41, wherein said 
engagement portion of said cannulated follower member holds the guide wire 
rotationless as said cannulated driver member inserts the medical device. 
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44. (Currently Amended) The medical instrument of Claim 41 A wherein said 
cannulated driver member includes a handle portion for hand-driving the medical 
device is hand dr i von or is conn e cted to a drivo motor . 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently Amended) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 41^ 45 furthor 
compris i ng a wherein said lead screw rotateab l y connected to and said 
cannulated driver member are rotatably engaged to a motor s ai d l e ad scr e w 
rotat e ab l y e ngag e d w i th sa i d c l asp i ng d e v i c e , wh e r e in sa i d l e ad scr e w rotat e s i n 
response to the rotat i on of said cannu l at e d dr i v e r m e mb e r and said clasping 
device moves away from said cannulated driver member in response to the 
rotation of said lead screw and said cannulated driver member . 

48. (Currently Amended) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 41 45, wherein 
said clasping device holds the guide wire in a neutral position rotationless when 
said cannulated driver member rotates. 

49. (Currently Amended) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 41, 46 whoroin 
sa i d cannu l atod driver member is hand drivon or i s connoctod to a dr i vo motor 
wherein said clasping device defines a threaded aperture that receives said lead 
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screw and wherein said clasping device moves relative to said lead screw when 
said lead screw rotates in response to rotation of said cannulated driver member . 

50. (NEW) The cannulated medical instrument of Claim 41 wherein said cannulated 
driver member drives the medical device at an insertion rate, wherein said 
clasping device move away from said cannulated driver member at an extraction 
rate and wherein a magnitude of said insertion rate is one of equal to, greater 
than and less than said extraction rate. 

51 . (NEW) The medical instrument of Claim 50, wherein said extraction rate is based 
on at least one of said insertion rate, a device thread pitch of the medical device, 
an instrument thread pitch of a lead screw operably engaged to said cannulated 
driver member and said clasping device, an instrument thread pitch of a 
cannulated follower member, gearing connected between said lead screw and 
said cannulated driver member and combinations thereof. 
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